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engage in those services upon which de- 
pend their growth and development. 

Paul, with a kcen sense of its necessity 
gives us — Christians — the admonition 
"not to neglect the assembling of them- 
selves together." But the assembling is 
for the purpose of sharing the benefits to 
be derived from association. And while 
I would not recominend the observance of 
the communion service at every "assem- 
bling of themselves together," I would 
earnestly admonish and kindly warn 
against that practice which weakens our 
desire to engage in it, for it is a fact fa- 
miliar to all that to neglect a duty or a 
privilege is only to be followed by omit- 
ting it alas ! altogether. This is true of 
prayer, perusing the Bible, secret devo- 
tion, attending the públic services orany- 
thing connected with Christian duty we 
might name. The conclusion again forc- 
es itself upon us that while we have no di- 
rect scriptural answer to the query — no 
special number ofthese (communion) ser- 
vices per year or in any given time, I 
would advise the observance of thern with 
such fretpjency as will keep up a lively 
interest in this as well as in every other 
Chri^Jjan service, and so promote the 
highest iníéYest in the Hfe that now is and 
also that which is to to conie. But upon 
this point (frequeney) every Christian 
congregation ought to be tht: sufficient 
and competent judge. 

A few thoughts upon John 6: 53-57 will 
conclude this essay. |ohn in 13Ü1 chap- 
ter it would seem drops the narrative uf 
the conimunion service without complet- 
ing it, naiuing only the washing of oae atul 
others* feet and the Lord's supper. But 
he is followed closely by two important 
testimonies, Matt. 26: 26-28 ami Mark 14: 
22-24. Here Christ gives Christians the 
bíessed emblems representin^ his ílesh and 
his blood.- And wére it not for this in- 
struction and guidance in the matter of 
eating his llcsh and drinking his blood, we 
might loday be as profoundly ignorant of 
the answer to the question that perplexed 
the Jews, namely, "How can this min 
give us his flesh to eat?" 

Paul, by the power of inspiration, 
brings the matter seemingly still soniewhat 
clearer to view. Hearhim. "The bread 
which we break is it not the communion 
of the body of Christ ? The cup of bless- 
ing which we bless, is it not the commun- 
ion of the blood of Christ ?" Not pulting 
this statement in the ínterrogative form is 
the strongest way of deelaring it. But if 
there be in the minds of any still dirnetd- 
ty to eomprehend the passage we are con- 
sidering they are kindly referred to that 
good old patriarch, Abraham, who at the 
command of God "went forward not 
knowing whither he went." Heb. 11 : 8. 


Commanded to leave the scenes of his 
childhood and all that was dear to him, 
save his family and a nephew, he went 
out to a country of which he knew prac- 
tically nothing. One might ask, how 
could he go unde'r such perplexing cir- 
cumstances? The answer is not far to 
seek. He went under the mighty influ- 
ence of the great power of his faith in 
God. When the dear boy, the joy and 
staff of his declining years was required 
he went out not knowing whither he went 
but he went and calmly and trustingly. 
He said, "The Lord will provide." And 
what was the reward of such trust? Very 
great indeed- Great beyond all human 
power to estimate. First : — "He was 
called the friend of God." O blessed 
friendship. Friendship of inestimable 
value. For, "If God be for us who can 
be against us?" But is this all? Nay, 
verily. Down the track of the ages rings 
the greatest, the grantest eulogy ever spo- 
ken for man. "And it — his confiding 
trust. — "Was accounted unto him for 
righteousness." Christians do you wish 
for morè ? Can you ask for a reward 
greater than this ? Be content. Go trust- 
ingly forward knowing assuredly that 
the Father is ever ready and willing that 
you. should hold his hand, and although 
gloomy doubts should arise and your spir- 
itual vision be bedimmed with fear, go 
calinly forward and the Sun of righteous- 
ness will yet shine for you and you shall 
return to your promised ínheritance with 
shouts andeverlasting joy upon your head. 
Now if there is one single soul led to a 
better utiderstanding of the subject we 
have been considering I am well repaid 
and to God be all the p rai se. 


THE GKEATEST NEED OF THE BBETHBEN 
GHTJKOH. 

R. R. TEETEK. 

What do I consider the greatest need of 
the Brethren church ? 

Among its multifarious needs is there a 
greatest ? 

We hear calls for ministers, calls for 
colkge support, calls for mission funds, 
both state and national, calls for litera- 
ture that is strictly Brethren, and many 
morè appeals of like nature. 

Are all these needs? Yes, certainly, 
but which is greatest ? Which will do 
the church the most real good ? Not ma- 
terial earthly good, but eternal good. 

Is what the Brethren church most needs 
íncluded in the aÜove ? No. Give the 
church what it really needs most, and all 
these minor wants will be supplied. 

Then what is that which will produce 
such wonderful results? Itis eonsecraiion. 


The greatest need of the Brethren church 
is consecratiop. 

1>0 I say there is no consecration in the 
Brethren church? No. But I do say 
there is not enough, therefore it 
needs morè, Not only does it need a 
consecrated ministry, but a conseciatcd 
laity as well. A thoroughly consecrated 
ministry can accomplish wonders, but a 
thoroughly consecrated laity working in 
riarmony with the ministry will accom- 
plish greater wonders. 

How can consecration produce such fa- 
vorable results ? 

It will give every member a clearer un- 
derslanding of the requirements of a 
Christian. While sins of commission are 
obnoxious to every Christian, I fear sins 
of omission are gencrally regarded in an 
apathetic manner. 

Consecration will hold such sins out so 
prominently that they too will become ob- 
noxious, and the Christian will be urged 
to duty. 

Consecration does not mean simply 
heart service, but the laying of everything 
before the Lord for his use. The heart, 
will, intellect, body, time and means, — 
our all belongs to him. 

If the church were morè consecrated, 
its ministers could devote morè time to 
its work, being better supported, and re- 
lieved from giving thuught to the things 
of this world. 

If the church were morè consecra- 
ted the home mission work would uut 
be so-hampered for want of uieatis, and 
many new churches might be òrgan ized. 

If the church were morè consecrated, 
ç»ur much luved, much abused college 
would noi be in such a precarious state. 

Why do I thiuk sel lfecause conse- 
cration reaches even through the many 
foldsof the h:alher-bound, strapped down, 
buckled up pocket-book, and makes lib- 
eral the heart of its owner, and delights 
his soul with fatness. 

Yes, the greatest need of the -Brethren 
church is consecration. The Y. P. S. ,C. 
E. realizing the need oK consecration, 
holds its monthly consecration meetings, 
thus constantly bringing to remembrance 
the vows to God, 

God requires consecration. From the 
Hebrew children he required consecration 
of vessels (Joshua 6 : 9,) of profits (Mic. 
4: 13,) of cattle (2 Chron. 20: 33,) of 
fields (Lev. 27 : 28,) of nations (Ex. 19 : 
6,( and of individuals (Num. 6 : €;-i3.) 

Then I repeat the greatest need of the 
Brethren church is consecration. 

Let us con sec ra te, conseerate, conse- 
crate. 

Rossville, Ind. 


